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January 8th, 2008: New Hampshire 
With Granite state voters at the polls, anxieties abound. 
 
The Democrats: 
For the Obama camp it is the anxiety of the frontrunner.  
Team Obama needs to maximize the bounce it is getting from 
its Iowa win only five days ago.  Poll after poll shows Obama 
ahead of Clinton in New Hampshire.  If Obama can generate 
a big win here, (which seems likely) he will have clear 
frontrunner status and put the Clinton campaign in a very 
difficult position.    
 
Team Clinton argues that the polling overstates Obama’s lead 
because it is over-weighting Independent voters that can vote 
in this open primary.  They make an interesting technical 
argument, but the same was said in 2000 about McCain’s 
support vs. George W. Bush here, and the Independents 
gave McCain a powerful win. 
 
For Team Clinton this is white knuckle time.  The polls clearly 
predict a loss today, and South Carolina Democrats have (as 
we predicted) turned strongly to Obama post-Iowa.  For 
example, in South Carolina recent polling has Obama ahead 
42%-30% and 50%-30%.  Assuming embarrassing losses for 
Hillary Clinton in New Hampshire today and South Carolina 
on January 26th, she will be forced to focus on what could 
become the pivotal January 29th primary in Florida where 185 
delegates are at stake (note how this dwarfs the 22 delegates 
from New Hampshire that are at stake today.).  In some ways 
this strategy mirrors Giuliani’s plan to shrug off the small early 
states and play in the large, urban states in late January and 
on Tsunami Tuesday. 
 
The biggest problem for Hillary Clinton right now is rhetorical 
positioning.  Obama has successfully painted himself as the 
fresh choice of change in a year where Democratic primary 
voters desperately want change.  In a different year Hillary 
Clinton’s strength on experience would be an immense asset, 
but it has not turned out this way.  This has left many 
observers shaking their heads.  Senator Barack Obama was 
only just elected to the US Senate in 2004 and before this 
time was simply a state senator in Illinois.  The typical path to 
the White House in the modern era has been through long 
years of government service and a strong record as a 
Governor, the American equivalent of the cursus honorum 
of the Roman Republic.  The Clinton campaign must find it 
frustrating that an opponent with such modest experience is 
defeating them.  But, Obama currently owns the yardstick by 
which Democratic primary voters are judging their candidates. 
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John Edwards clearly understands this and is attempting 
to position himself along with Obama as an agent of 
change and isolate Clinton as a status quo politician.  
This is clearly an aggressive play to (a) push Clinton out 
of the race and pull into the second slot and (b) position 
himself as a suitable replacement for Obama if he 
stumbles.   
 
Will the Edwards campaign continue after a 3rd place 
finish in New Hampshire?  Much has been made of this, 
but there is no clear answer.  The Edwards campaign is 
also polling in 3rd place in South Carolina.  At some point 
a long string of 3rd place finishes would seem to presage 
a withdrawal.     
 
The Republicans: 
The GOP is looking at a wide-open race.  As anticipated, 
New Hampshire is really a two way race between 
Romney and McCain.  McCain is looking for a reprise of 
his 2000 victory in the Granite state, and the recent 
polling suggests that his luck here may prove out again.  
As in 2000, McCain appears to be the happy recipient of 
significant cross-over support from Independents 
entering the open Republican primary.  Like Team 
Clinton, the Romney campaign charges that McCain is 
over-polling here based on too many Independents in 
the sample.  They may have a point, especially if the 
Democratic primary pulls Independents away from the 
Republican primary. 
 
If McCain wins, he will hand the Romney camp a huge 
defeat and breathe additional life into the field of 
candidates.  It would also give McCain a running start at 
the Michigan primaries on January 15th where 61 
convention delegates are at stake.   
 
Further scrambling the picture, the South Carolina 
Republican primary, typically pivotal for Republican 
primary candidates, is looking more and more like 
Huckabee’s to lose.  A recent poll by Rasmussen 
suggests that this could be a tight Huckabee-McCain 
contest for these 47 delegates.  
 
Where is the race on the Republican side headed?  It is 
difficult to tell.  But one scenario could have Romney and 
McCain splitting non-evangelical conservatives, allowing 
Huckabee to win by turning out his base of evangelicals.  
South Carolina could be a showcase of this as 
Huckabee’s Baptist affiliation (shared by many in the 
South) would seem to mesh well with the sensibilities of 
conservative evangelicals in the Palmetto state.  It is 
worth noting that Huckabee is aggressively attempting to 
expand his conservative appeal by calling for a 
constitutional amendment ending birthright citizenship 
for children of illegal aliens.  This will give him contrast 
with McCain on the illegal immigration issue.   


